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Binfield Badger Group 
 Protecting badgers across Berkshire 
 Charity Number: 1075886 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter No. 116 March 2019 

 

 

 

Our Next Public Meeting and AGM 
Thurs 25th April 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Where:   Farley Wood Centre, Binfield, RG42 1FW 
What:     Talk by Duncan Fisher on Ecology & Development 

When:    Thurs 25th April 2019 - 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 
 

In this edition: 
 

• Group News & Public Meetings in 2019 see page   2 

• Remembering Adrian, our own Badger Hero see page   4 

• Membership Renewals for 2019/20 see page   6 

• Our Wildlife needs Justice! see page 12 
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GROUP NEWS AND DATES FOR OUR MEETINGS IN 2019 

Public Meetings in 2019 – 25 April and 31 October  
 

Our next Public Meeting and AGM will be on Thursday, 25 April.   
 

We are pleased to be welcoming Duncan Fisher,  
the Ecology Officer at Wokingham Borough 
Council.  In view of his Council’s recent publication 
of their Local Plan Update, he will be explaining his 
challenging role in dealing with the main issues for 
wildlife in potential development areas.   
 

He’s called his talk: "Borough-ing Badgers:  
An Insight from a Council’s Ecologist”.   

This will be a good opportunity to ask your questions and for us all to explore how best we 
can work with councils for the benefit of badgers. 
 

It promises to be an interesting and informative 
evening.  Remember to tell your friends – there is 
no entrance fee - everyone is welcome.   

Doors open at 7.00pm and the meeting will start at 
7.30pm at the new venue –  

Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, 
Binfield, RG42 1FW.   

Please remember to put the date in your diary! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Surveys - Our first surveying session of the new year yielded significant results.  
With a total of 10 of us out in East Berkshire, we confirmed some existing records and 
added some new ones.  Congratulations to Salli especially who, on her first Sett Surveying 
session, discovered a major network under some Rhododendron bushes.  The mild 
weather in early January kept at least some of our badgers out and about and we were 
pleased to find a couple of recent latrines that showed current activity. 
 

In the West, Jill and Julian clocked up a few miles including traversing a Dairy/Beef farm 
with possibly the cleanest conditions they’ve encountered and certainly the cutest calves.  
 

If you’d like to join us sett surveying, we hold group training 
sessions on the third Sunday of each month.  Our next 
session will be on 14th April.  It would be great to see you 
there!!  Once people are confident of their surveying skills, we 
hope that they will go out in pairs (or more) and send us back 
their results of setts found, latrines discovered and badgers 
seen in their home area. 
 

A huge thank you, as always, to everyone who has been out sett surveying with us - a 
fantastic effort with many hours generously given.  
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Other survey options are –  
 

▪ Adhoc surveying – we often have members out surveying in-between Group 
sessions if you want to join up with others.  Join our Whatsapp survey volunteers 
group, keep an eye on Facebook or email setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk if you want 
to know more. 

 

▪ Independent surveying - (once you’re trained) for groups of at least 2 -  email us for 
a prioritised map tile at setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

 
Rescue Network - As a member of the Binfield Badger Group, you are already helping us 
in protecting badgers both in Berkshire and, through our support of the Badger Trust, 
across the UK….BUT, have you ever thought of what you would do if you found an 
injured badger; witness persecution or suspect poisoning? 
 

At the moment, a small number of our members have volunteered to be available to assist 
in rescues and deal with road casualties.  Of course, we are always looking for more 
volunteers for this essential work and thank you to those who have already expressed 
their interest.  If this might be something you would like to get involved in, a good place to 
start would be to read through the useful information in the ‘Emergencies’ section of our 
website:  http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/emergency.htm. 
 

We are anxious to reinvigorate this vital service by holding training/refresher sessions for 
volunteers to find out how to use the Group’s equipment.  If you’d like to be a part of our 
‘Rescue Network’, please tick the ‘road casualty collection’ box on the enclosed 
Membership Renewal form or contact us at badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk.   
 
 
Vaccination Update – As part of an overall anti-cull mitigation plan for the future, you 
may remember that last November, we met up with some members from the Bucks and 
Oxon badger groups and representatives from BBOWT and the Green Party.  An 
important action that came from this meeting was to build a strategy for a vaccination 
project in Berkshire.  In January, therefore, Jill sent our letter of intent to apply for Defra 
vaccination funding, followed by our actual application (emphasising our aim is to maintain 
a healthy badger population.) 
 

However, we have recently heard that our application for funding has not been successful, 
primarily because the size of the area of Berkshire earmarked for the vaccination project, 
did not meet Defra’s strict criteria.  After subsequent discussions with Defra, it has been 
decided to defer the project for another year – this would actually be advantageous, 
allowing us time to engage with farmers/landowners to offer sett surveys and ask for their 
participation.  In the meantime, we will again be offering our assistance with BBOWT’s 
vaccination scheme this year. (See page 9) 
 
 
Sett Guardian Scheme – the Group is still looking for more volunteers to help us to 
establish a ‘sett guardian’ scheme with local residents in a range of Berkshire locations. 
 
If you’re interested in conservation and would like to help, please email 
setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk for further details.  All you need is a couple 
of spare hours a month, the ability to get along local footpaths and 
bridleways, and a means of emailing us photographs of the sett if you 
have any concerns. 
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REMEMBERING OUR GOOD FRIEND ADRIAN  –  A TRUE BADGER HERO 

It was with such shock and sadness that we learned of the sudden death in February of 
our good friend and committed wildlife champion, Adrian Pearce.   
 

  

 
Unfailingly charming, kind and generous with his knowledge ≈ a real stalwart of the BBG 

 
 

 

Many of you, particularly those who have been part of our survey team, will have had the 
pleasure of Adrian’s company and seen his passion for badgers at first hand.  He also 
gave many hours to co-ordinating our rescue network, saving injured and lost badgers, 
and was devoted to looking after the Binfield sett.  We have received many lovely tributes 
and kind donations in his memory.  A tree has been planted at our Binfield copse, where 
he spent many evenings watching his beloved badgers.  Our thoughts are with his family.
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Our fond memories and tributes to Adrian – 
 

Adrian joined the Group in April 2011 and it seems appropriate that his first activity was a 
maintenance session at the Group’s Copse.  He was devoted to the resident badgers in the Copse 
and spent countless evenings there over the years, quietly watching the badgers eating his craftily 
hidden jam sandwiches and peanuts.  And it was in the hide at the Copse that he introduced many 
others to badger watching, taking such pleasure from seeing the joy on their faces when they saw 
their first badger! 
 

He took part in Committee meetings and Group activities of course, and we even persuaded him 
to use a mobile phone (though never a smartphone!), but really he just wanted to be outside with 
the badgers.  He spoke of many solitary night-time watches sitting quietly in woodland, and the 
sheer magic he felt at hearing the first rustle or seeing a glimpse of his black and white friends.  
His gleeful smile when recounting these experiences made him a touchstone for simple unalloyed 
pleasures, so often difficult to find in the modern world.  
 

Adrian became the rescuer for the Group and once he knew of any badger injured or in distress, 
he would turn out to ensure solace for the frightened animal, dealing with them quietly and gently. 
And if rescue was impossible, he would make sure they were moved to a peaceful and dignified 
resting place. 
 

He earned affection and respect from children and adults, amateurs and wildlife professionals 
alike. He was clearly chuffed to bits with a hand-drawn thank you card from children he’d met 
whilst rescuing Colin, a badger cub caught in their garden.  And Anne at Harper Asprey said to us: 
“We loved Adrian!  I’ve spent many evenings with him, our heads stuck down a badger sett or 
wrestling with a grumpy boar”.   
 

Once Adrian had engaged with an issue, he would pursue it with dogged determination, whether 
that was trying to find the maternal sett for a lost cub or proving foraging habits near Sandmartin’s 
Golf Course to help oppose a planning application.  His dedication to these issues gained him 
many friends too amongst nearby residents.  
 

There's a large Adrian-shaped hole at the heart of the Binfield Badger Group - we will all miss 
him enormously.  Adrian, Berkshire's badgers thank you from the bottom of their hearts, as do 
we all.   
 

“I’ll remember him for his infectious smile which 
lit up his face when he talked about badgers, 
and a cheeky little grin when recounting their 

comedy antics.  The badgers have lost a warrior 
and we have all lost a dear, dear, friend.” 

 

“He would also talk excitedly with some pride 
about the hedgehogs that used his garden.  It 
was a mystery to him why more people didn't 

make their gardens hedgehog friendly!” 

“Thank you Adrian for always finding time to 
share your badger know-how with me.  From 

map reading and sett surveying, to advising me 
on what to feed my local badgers.  Adrian, the 

world needs more people like you.” 
 

“He quietly shared his knowledge with us and 
we will be forever grateful to him for fuelling our 

passion for badgers.” 
 

 

“Harley riders are usually associated with Hell's Angels, well now  
Heaven's Angels have a new recruit!  We will truly miss our easy going chats with Adrian.” 

 

…and we'd like to share an email that Adrian sent round to the Committee during the long drought 
of last summer.  It really epitomises the humanity of this wonderful man:  
 

(10 July) "On Saturday afternoon I was just about to watch the Football when Vanessa showed 
me some footage of Harper Asprey WR talking about how Wildlife are struggling during this long 
dry period, so I felt a bit guilty, cancelled the Football and decided to knock up some Sandwich's 
and other delights.  Next I jumped on the Motorbike and off to the Binfield Copse I went, putting 
out food and water & placing the trailcam into position to capture the night time activities. 
 

Looking at the trailcam footage that followed which Alistair put together, to me it made it all 
worthwhile and I will be going over again tomorrow evening to do the same. 
 

Speak soon, I'm off out into the Garden now to feed the Hedgehogs. Cheers for now."
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Membership renewal for April 2019 – March 2020  

The time has arrived again to renew your membership of our Group – 
please continue to support our activities.  The ongoing bovine TB and 
brutal badger culling issues means your support is again vital.   
 
Enclosed with this newsletter, you will find your personal renewal 
form -  
 

• Please check that your details are correct, particularly post codes and phone  
numbers and add any changes in the box next to the entry. 
 

• Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you know what is going on; no  
personal details are shared with anyone else. 
 

• Core Group Communications – please carefully read the ‘Opt In’/’Opt Out’  
statements, just above your signature on the form and tick the appropriate box. 
(We hope you will choose to continue hearing from us regarding badgers and other 
wildlife-related issues, including our newsletters). 
 

• Newsletter options- you can now indicate on the form if you would prefer to  
receive your quarterly newsletter by email, by ticking the appropriate box.  (Of course, you 
can change this option at any time in the future.) 
 

• Membership rates - In view of the rising costs of running the group, we have  
been obliged to slightly increase the annual Membership rates to £6 per adult and £2 per 
child (under 18).  But please remember that from this fee we pay a levy of £2 per head to 
the Badger Trust to support its valuable work.  The new fee still doesn’t cover our costs so 
we (and the badgers!) continue to be very grateful to those able to add a donation to their 
membership fees.  Please indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the 
Group by ticking the box. 
 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can  
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 
 

• Please then return your form to us as soon as possible. 
 
If you prefer not to pay by cheque, you can pay your membership fee electronically 
(BACS) - please email us at: membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk for the required bank 
details.  There is also a secure ‘Donate’ button on the web site for the membership fee 

and any donation.  However, please still send your renewal form back so that we 
can update any changes to our records.  It would help if you mark the form 
“paid via web site, or BACS” please. 
 

If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to 
the Membership page on our web site: 
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/membership 
where the whole application process can be done quickly and securely – 
they can just fill out the page then click ‘Submit’ to send. 
 

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/membership


Binfield Badger Group     www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

Page 7 of 16 Affiliated to the Badger Trust 

 

QUIZ PAGE 

Kids’ “Badger Facts” Wordsearch – can you find them all?  
 

S K B A R K L O E F D L A T R I N E 

C X O T J E I P H P R T Y E E F G W 

G E A R T H W O R M U O S A Q U K L 

L H R W F E C N A M G K S A N D I P 

E A G C M X R R O N S A R W E R V S 

U C O Y E Q C R B O A O C H Q G E B 

R Z A T G S D E I C R G W I M L D C 

A E S T R A B B I T A P R N E B R H 

S A W A O F K R X U O E K M R N R O 

I S V B O M A W A R G R B P R U H L 

A E P C M R C U B N F P Y C S V Q E 

N T B D N D L I H A A D G A Y B J U 

W T H F L T A S R L Q R W S M E L L 

M P E C O M N I V O R E N S J D S A 

P N I K G F C W L M T W L E E D Q H 

A P B I S V F D N E O T P N H I L F 

W M D S E C N O U I F J E G M N I O 

K P L A Y F U L O T E T Z R S G N X 
 

Here are the clues:- 
BARK – one of the noises a badger makes as a warning 
BEDDING – badgers collect bedding material (eg. hay, leaves), roll it into a bundle and drag it 
backwards into the sett. 
BOAR – a male badger 
CLAN – the word used to describe a group of badgers (sometimes a cete) 
CUB – a young badger  
DIG – this is what badgers do to make their setts! 
EARTHWORM – the main food of the badger  
EURASIAN – the British badger is really called the Eurasian badger – 
because it lives in Europe and Asia 
FOX – the fox sometimes shares the badger’s sett and is also active at night 
GROOM – badgers like to scratch and groom their fur 
HOLE – badger holes are usually ‘D’ shaped; flat side downwards; at least 20cms wide 
LATRINE – a place where badgers dig small pits for their droppings 
MELES – the Latin name for a ‘British’ badger is Meles meles 
NOCTURNAL – a word for animals which are active at night 
OMNIVORE – a word for animal 
OTTER – one of the badger’s relations in the mammal world 
PAW – the badger’s large front paws are ideal for digging 
PLAYFUL – badger cubs are very playful!  They often play-fight and chase each other 
RABBIT – rabbits live in badger setts too, even though badgers sometimes eat them! 
SAND – badger setts are often in sandy soil 
SETT – the place where badgers live  
SMELL – a badger’s sense of smell is 700-800 times better than ours! 
SOW – a female badger  
TERRITORY – each badger Clan has its own area – called a territory or a home range  

(Don’t cheat!  answers near the back) 
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TENS OF THOUSANDS MORE BADGERS SET TO BE CULLED   -  The Mirror 17/3/19 

 

Tens of thousands more badgers face 
being slaughtered this Autumn as ministers 
are poised to extend the controversial cull.  
 
Natural England, which advises the 
Government on the environment, revealed 
14 “expressions of interest” for culling 
licences had been received from "high risk" 
and "edge areas" 
 
A total of 32,601 of the creatures were 
killed last year in 32 areas across across 
Dorset, Cornwall, Devon, Gloucestershire, 

Herefordshire, Cheshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, Staffordshire and Cumbria, as part of the 
Government-backed programme.  Some 67,154 badgers have been killed in the years 
since the scheme began in 2013. 
 
Badger Trust chief executive Dominic Dyer, who unearthed the figures using freedom of 
information laws, said the programme was “the largest destruction of a protected species 
in living memory”. 
 
He urged Environment Secretary Michael Gove to reject the plan, saying: 
 
“Despite having no reliable evidence to prove badger culling is lowering bovine TB in 
cattle, Michael Gove is now considering 14 new cull licences for 2019.  This could take the 
number of cull zones in England to over 40 stretching from Cornwall to Cumbria. 
 
As the nation is absorbed in the Brexit crisis, the Government is systematically destroying 
badgers at an alarming rate to the point where the species could become extinct from 
parts of Britain it has inhabited since the Ice Age.”  
 
He added: “The Government could kill every badger in Britain but bovine TB will remain in 
cattle herds due to poor TB cattle testing systems, bio-security and movement controls. 
“It’s time to stop playing the badger blame game and end the cruel, hugely-costly and 
ineffective cull policy.” 
 
Last November, a Government-backed review into the cull called on farmers to toughen 
up controls to prevent TB spreading in their cattle.  A 138-page study into the killing 
programme said farmers should shoulder extra costs to protect their cows. 
 
A Defra spokesman said: “Bovine TB remains one of the greatest animal health threats to 
the UK, causing devastation for hard-working farmers and rural communities.  There is no 
single measure that will provide an easy answer to beating the disease.  That is why we 
are pursuing a range of interventions to eradicate the disease by 2038, including tighter 
cattle movement controls, regular testing and vaccinations.” 
 
Sources insisted Natural England “must assess applications fully” so not all 14 
applications maybe granted.   
 
Here in Berkshire we have to work on the assumption we will be included in the cull unless 
we hear otherwise when the cull starts.  Surveying locations will take this into account.
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Meanwhile…BBOWT ARE BADGERING AWAY TO SAVE THEM     - Oxford Mail 12/3/19 

 

Many Berks, Bucks and Oxon (BBOWT) nature 
reserves support healthy populations of badgers, 
with Chimney Meadows being a particularly good 
example of one characterised by a patchwork of 
suitable habitats. 

BBOWT recognises the 
controversial topic concerning 
badgers and the spread of bovine 
tuberculosis (bTB).  However, the 
Trust strongly opposes badger 
culling in an attempt to control bTB, 
since it is inhumane, costly and 
ineffective.  Instead, they promote 
badger vaccination as a better 
solution, and have been 
administering vaccines since 2014 
under the Badger Edge Vaccination Scheme funded by DEFRA.  
 

BBOWT currently vaccinates at priority nature reserves in Oxfordshire and across around 
20 km2 of land in West Berkshire.  They install cameras at vaccination sites to estimate 
badger densities, and thus ensure that they are vaccinating well over the threshold 
required for a “herd immunity” effect in unvaccinated individuals, such as cubs.  Badgers 
rarely display symptoms of bTB itself.   
 
The Trust is committed to working with farmers to eradicate bTB through the vaccination 
scheme, in turn protecting the majestic badger from the alternative fate of culling.  Backed 
by a wealth of evidence, BBOWT strongly believe that badger vaccination is the more 
effective, humane and financially sustainable solution, together with biosecurity measures 
and rigorous cattle bTB testing regimes.  
 
BBOWT are not working alone – other wildlife trusts such as Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire manage vaccination programmes and local badger groups are 
encouraged to get involved in preparation for setting up their own schemes in future. 
 

 
 

Behind the scenes at the Derbyshire badger vaccination project       - Derbyshire Life 

Here’s an extract from ‘Derbyshire Life’s’ wildlife photographer and writer Paul Hobson’s 
report on time he spent last summer with the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust’s vaccination 
project, helping with pre-bating. 
 
“There are not many more contentious issues in the wildlife and farming world in 
Derbyshire today than talk of a badger cull.  Many words, spoken and written, have been 
used to argue for both sides of a very difficult and divisive topic.  Many of us have our own 
views and many people still have to be persuaded one way or the other.  As a wildlife 
lover, photographer and ex-Environmental Science lecturer of 27 years I have made up 
my own mind.  It’s not hard to guess what it is and it would be disingenuous of me to 
pretend otherwise. 
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……Killing badgers is clearly an 
anathema for many who love wildlife.  
However, we do cull animals (such as 
red deer, rabbits and grey squirrels), 
when they cause environmental, 
economic or even conservation problems 
without it resulting in such a heated 
debate.  Part of the answer to any debate 
when there is opposition to a strategy 
such as culling is to offer an alternative, 
to be able to demonstrate that there is 
another way forward.  So, how can we 
halt the spread of BTB? 
 

It is here that Derbyshire Wildlife Trust (DWT) and the National Trust (NT) have stepped in 
with a bold and ambitious plan to start a programme of badger vaccination.  They joint 
fund the project and started on some of the DWT reserves four years ago to learn the 
practicalities of running a successful vaccination programme before rolling it out into the 
wider countryside of the county.  I wanted to learn more about the project so I contacted 
the head of the project, Debbie Bailey, who also works for DWT, and Debbie’s assistant 
Gail Weatherhead, who works for the NT.  As a result I was able to work as a volunteer for 
two weeks last summer on Year One of a four-year cycle in one of mid-Derbyshire’s 
vaccination areas.  
 

Before Debbie and Gail can start a four year vaccination cycle they need the landowners’ 
permission.  Some estates and farmers are very supportive, others are unsure, and some 
at present don’t want to get involved.  A lot of time within the project is actually spent 
talking to landowners, giving presentations, and making the argument for the vaccination 
programme.  One of the most persuasive strands of this argument is that if a farmer or 
estate gives permission they won’t have to pay a penny.  Normally culling would cost them 
thousands of pounds because they have to stand the cost of hiring the company to cull 
the badgers.  DEFRA pays for the monitoring of the cull. 
 

In the vaccination zone where I volunteered, I managed to work every day bar one 
throughout the two-week period.  The following is an abbreviated diary of my experiences.  
 

On my first day I met up with all the other volunteers and Debbie and Gail split us into 
three teams.  For both weeks I worked mainly with Debbie’s team which covered four 
farms.  The other two teams worked on farms and one large estate.  Last summer was 
incredibly dry and Debbie and Gail both suspected that the number of cubs born would be 
very low. 
 

Our first task was to survey an area of steep hillside comprising small fields and woods. 
We were looking for three things – badger latrines (hopefully with fresh poo), badger 
tracks in fields and woods, and badger setts.  We eventually found a number of latrines – 
during the whole project I must have inspected bucketfuls of badger poo!  Badgers are 
very clean animals when it comes to depositing their waste and they regularly dig a small 
pit to drop their deposits in.  It is fairly easy to decide if the poo is fresh or not simply by 
how dry it looks. 
 

We also found a number of tracks and two setts.  These setts were not in active use but 
badger groups often have alternative setts which they can quickly decamp to if the mood 
takes them.  It’s quite easy to decide if a sett is active or not by the presence of freshly 
dug soil and fresh bedding above ground, and if there are lots of leaves in the large 
entrances.
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Over the two weeks our daily chores were pretty similar.  We usually started by visiting the 
largest sett in our patch.  This had at least five active holes and there was often fresh soil 
and bedding around.  When we arrived at a sett we were always cautious.  Badgers can 
hear and feel vibrations through the soil so we talked quietly and walked slowly and placed 
our feet carefully. 
 

Our first task was to set up a 
number of bait points.  These 
are simple depressions in the 
soil in which peanuts are 
placed, which are then 
covered by a large flat stone.  
Putting the stone over the top 
is an attempt to stop wood 
mice and pheasants 
hoovering up all the peanuts 
before the badgers find them.  
Badgers are strong animals 
and it’s very easy for them to 
push the stone to one side.  
However, even with the best 
laid plans, we always ended 
up feeding a lot of wood 
mice! 

 
With the bait laid, the next step of the project was to set a trap and see how many of these 
creatures of the woods we would attract ***…..” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pheasants never can resist investigating a trap during daylight! 
 
 
 
*** Derbyshire Wildlife Trust’s vaccination programme is by far the largest now in the UK - 
486 badgers vaccinated since their vaccination programme began in 2014 – 2018.  Their 
trapping success of badgers at targeted badger setts is running at over 80% of the known 
individual animals.  An inspiration to us all! 
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“THE WILD NEEDS JUSTICE MORE THAN EVER BEFORE” - Chris Packham 

 
 

Wild Justice, a not-for-profit company, has been set up by Chris Packham, researcher 
and wildlife campaigner Dr Ruth Tingay and author and campaigner Dr Mark Avery. 
 
Wild Justice exists to take legal cases on behalf of wildlife against public bodies where 
they are failing to protect species and/or habitats.  Working with legal teams in England 
and Scotland, its legal action will be funded by public donations and crowdfunding. 
 
Chris said  “Wild Justice.  Because the wild needs justice more than ever before.  The 
pressures wrought upon our wildlife have reached a crisis point and this is an essential 
response. The message is clear . . . if you are breaking the law, if the law is weak, if the 
law is flawed – we are coming for you.  Peacefully, democratically and legally.  Our simple 
premise is to work with the laws we’ve got to seek real justice for our wildlife, to reform, 
refine or renew those laws we have to ensure that justice can be properly realised.  Our 
wildlife has been abused, has been suffering, exploited or destroyed by criminals for too 
long.  Well, no longer.  Wild Justice will at last be the voice of those victims and it will be 
heard . . . and justice will be served.” 
 
Legal Action to be taken against 'Pest' Bird Killings 
 
The killing of thousands of “pest” birds each year including 
crows, rooks, jackdaws, magpies and woodpigeons is to be 
challenged in court by Wild Justice.  They are launching legal 
action against Natural England, the government’s conservation watchdog, for issuing a 
general licence that allows the unlimited slaughter of certain wild birds all year round.  A 
crowdfunding appeal to raise £36,000 for legal costs has been launched. 
 

Species including jays, lesser black-backed gulls, Canada geese and non-native 
parakeets can be killed without a specific licence if they are causing damage to crops or 
forestry or pose health or safety risks to humans.  Shooters or trappers do not have to 
explain why alternative non-lethal measures such as scaring are impractical, or report on 
how many birds are killed.  According to Wild Justice, this is unlawful under British wildlife 
laws as well as the EU birds directive. 
 

“We’re not saying that no birds should ever be killed, but the means that Natural England 
have chosen to authorise this is unlawful because they are not taking enough care to 
judge individual cases, or indeed any case at all,” said Dr Mark Avery. 
 

NE’s director of operations, James Diamond, has said “….These licence applications are 
carefully considered by our experts – including our ornithologists where necessary – and 
are only granted when all other measures have been explored.” 
 

Visit www.wildjustice.org.uk to find out more and follow @wildjustice_org on Twitter.
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IN THE NAME OF ART – HAS ANYONE SEEN A BADGER?! - Andy 

I’ve spent hours, nay days in galleries looking at art; everything from Carl Andre’s bricks to 
Zoffany’s cock fighting.  I’m no expert, but I can’t think of a single work by a household 
name that includes a badger; stags, gamebirds and all manner of hunting dogs and 
horses aplenty.  But not a badger in sight! 
 
It’s probably partly to do with those who paid for paintings wishing to celebrate the hunting 
in which they mostly took part; the uneatable fleeing foxes pursued by the unspeakable 
mounted toffs, noble stags inviting a shot and pheasants more asleep than dead.   
To be fair, the absence of badgers may also be to do with the comparative difficulty of 
seeing them prior to torches and thermal imagers! 
 
Happily though, badgers fare a little better in print.  
Beatrix Potter’s Tommy Brock is charming to many, 
though a little saccharine for my tastes.  Far more 
redolent of badgers for me are works by Denys 
Watkins-Pitchford, better known as the author B.B.   
I’m sure that as children, many of you will have read 
Brendon Chase, and subsequently longed to live in the 
woods.   
 

 
 
 

 
The Badgers of Bearshanks is less well known, but 
contains some beautiful scraperboard illustrations.  
Published in 1961, they immediately conjure the 
moonlight by which badgers are so often seen.  Even 
the characteristic scratched surfaces suggest claw 
marks and the various tones across the prints are 
reminiscent of the badger’s coat.  These images have 
been made by someone who knew badgers in the 
flesh. 
 
If you have any favourite depictions of badgers, do let 
us know.  It may even be that yours eats mashed 
potato!  
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QUIZ ANSWERS 

How did you do? 
 

  B A R K      L A T R I N E 

  O                

 E A R T H W O R M         

  R   E       S A N D   

E      R   N S       S 

U       R  O  O     E  

R    G    I C   W   L   

A    R A B B I T     E   H 

S    O     U O   M    O 

I S   O     R  R      L 

A E   M  C U B N   Y     E 

N T     L   A      B   

 T     A   L    S M E L L 

    O M N I V O R E    D   

P    G      T     D   

A   I        T    I  F 

W  D          E   N  O 

 P L A Y F U L      R  G  X 

 

 
 
 

The Badger Boy illustration competition - Naturewatch Foundation 

DON’T MISS OUT! …… Submit your artwork by 15 APRIL, to win a 
chance to have it published in a mystery novel! 
Here’s the link again :-          https://badgerboy.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?num=10&hl=en&biw=819&bih=405&tbm=isch&tbnid=V0vOib7vJGECTM:&imgrefurl=http://www.teamstencils.com/Badger_Paws_p/ezbdgrpaw.htm&docid=2Oe80NyY5M9dYM&imgurl=http://www.teamstencils.com/v/vspfiles/photos/EZbdgrpaw-2T.jpg&w=150&h=150&ei=lFgpUOWaNfP54QTLooHIBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=620&vpy=28&dur=59&hovh=120&hovw=120&tx=103&ty=67&sig=117007086457337437873&page=2&tbnh=117&tbnw=101&start=4&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:4,i:127
https://badgerboy.co.uk/
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CAMPAIGNERS SECURE BAN ON BADGER HAIR BRUSHES          - PETA UK 

 
The following is taken from the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals UK (PETA UK) website. It was 
posted at the end of September 2018. 
 

“After PETA Asia released the horrifying findings of its 
investigation into China’s badger-brush industry, (https://investigations.peta.org/badger-brush-
industry), Procter & Gamble immediately banned badger-hair shaving brushes, pledging to 
use only animal-friendly synthetic bristles.  The consumer goods giant said it was “very 
disturbed to learn of these terrible practices” and believes it “can play a role in helping to stop 
[them]”.   
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO….   Help end the needless suffering of badgers by buying only brushes 
made with high-performing synthetic bristles. 

 

AND FINALLY ……  Badgers of the Month! – Basildon Badgers FC 

 
The Binfield Badger Group are proud to sponsor Basildon Badgers 
FC’s ‘Berkshire Badgers Trophy’, which is awarded each month to 
the young player who has shown special effort and qualities while 
playing for their team.  Here are the latest worthy trophy winners: 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Oliver is in year 2 at a local 
primary school in a next 
door village.  He won the 
award in December for 

standing out in our biggest 
age group for listening, 

understanding and putting in 
to practice all that he’s 

learnt. 

 

 

Freddie is in year 1 at the 
local primary school.  He 

works hard in all the 
sessions and always wants 
to get stuck in.  He won the 

award in January for his 
improved performances in 

December, in particular at a 
tournament where not only 

did he show great 
determination but more 

importantly listened carefully 
and followed instructions. 

 

Lucas is in year 6 at a local 
primary school in a next 
door village.  He won the 

February player of the 
month award.  He joined the 

club at the start of this 
season and has made 

significant progress.  His 
commitment in two fantastic 
performances for the Under 

11's helped the team win 
both games. 

https://www.peta.org.uk/features/chinese-badger-brush-industry-animals-hunted-illegally-barbarically-killed/
https://investigations.peta.org/badger-brush-industry
https://investigations.peta.org/badger-brush-industry
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COMMITTEE Telephone 0709 BADGERS   or   0709 2234377 

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805, Bracknell 
RG42 1HH 

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:     Vacancy 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records & Surveys: 

   Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Rescues & Surveys:    Vacancy 

Planning:  Andy McCoy, Sonning 

Website & Facebook:  Zoe Egan, Windsor 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

 Badger Trust, P.O. Box 708, East Grinstead, RH19 2WN.    
 Phone      - 08458 287878  or 08458 BTRUST 
 Web         - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MAY LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805,  
Bracknell,  
Berkshire 
RG42 1HH 

E-Mail: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers  
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  (cut out and keep) 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Thames Valley Police Wildlife Liaison  08458 505505 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 


