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GROUP NEWS AND DATES FOR OUR MEETINGS IN 2019 

Our next Public Meeting will be on Thursday, 31 October. 
 

We are delighted that John, our Joint Chairman, 
will be sharing with us his extensive badger 
knowledge, gathered over many years with the 
Group.  His involvement in observing, recording 
and, on occasions, rescuing ‘meles meles’ will 
guarantee an informative and interesting evening!  
Remember to tell your friends – there is no 
entrance fee - everyone is welcome.   

Doors open at 7.00pm and the meeting will start at 
7.30pm at  –  

Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, 
Binfield, RG42 1FW.   

Please remember to put the date in your diary! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough-ing badgers - Andy 

Those who were able to make our recent AGM had the opportunity to hear an excellent 
talk by one of our members, Duncan Fisher, an ecology officer within Wokingham 
Borough Council’s planning department. 
 

What could have been a dry talk was instead a lively, informative and timely review of 
councils’ obligations and the difficulties of meeting everyone’s needs at a time when 
pressure on space, and other resources, is so great. 
 

It was most encouraging to hear that public authorities have a duty to conserve 
biodiversity under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.  Indeed in 
the future, it may become mandatory that any building works achieve net gains in 
biodiversity.  Alongside its statutory obligations, WBC has its own Biodiversity Action Plan 
to help improve and protect our ecosystem.  Nonetheless, BBG will need to ensure that 
Planning Officers are reminded of badgers’ needs, given that they’re not a priority species 
on the European radar. 
 

Reviewing future borough housing under the Local Area 
Plan, building work is set to become more concentrated. 
Duncan encouraged BBG to comment as early as 
possible on any proposals published, using our local 
knowledge to support any concerns we might have.  In 
the light of this, more of our sett surveying activity is now 
geared around areas in the LAP.   
 

(If you’d like to go sett surveying, please contact us at - setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk.   
Our Group sessions are usually on the third Sunday of each month and our next one will 
be on 21st July – location to be advised.)

mailto:setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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It can seem that plans and policies are 
a little divorced from reality, that 
comments disappear into a black hole.  
It was therefore encouraging to hear 
that during consideration of the 
Arborfield Cross Relief Road, Duncan 
was able to give a detailed map of 
badger presence, with safe ways for 
them to cross subsequently identified.  
This included four dedicated badger 

tunnels and a ‘green bridge’, providing a wildlife corridor to connect areas split by the road.  
It was also good to hear joined-up thinking occurring in the Habitat Network Analysis, 
which considers habitats as a whole and not only the needs of single species.  Ultimately, 
the wellbeing of badgers will of course depend on the health of the whole eco-system. 
 

Duncan also requested practical support on badger RTA locations, so that justifications for 
appropriate mitigation can be supported by hard data.  Please do let us know about 
badger RTAs that you see in Berkshire by emailing details, with a National Grid Reference 
if possible, to:- badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

A big thank you to Duncan for guiding us through the development quagmire.  It’s good to 
know that he will ensure badgers will be given consideration in the face of the building 
juggernaut. 
 

LUSH-ious support for the Group’s message! - Andy 

LUSH have a strong track record of supporting worthy causes, especially in the animal 
world.  We’ve certainly seen that with our friends from the Reading store. 

 

You may recall they were 
fantastic hosts for us last 
year and very generously 
invited us back this May.  
Once again, we had a great 
day meeting local people and 
hearing their badger tales.  
It’s incredible how many 
people have our black and 
white friends in their urban 
gardens!  The Group raised 
a fantastic £200 from Lush’s 
‘Charity Pot’ scheme and 
sales from our stall. 
 

We were also delighted to 
take some of the LUSH team 

sett surveying in Knowl Hill.  Luckily, the badgers behaved and had done plenty of fresh 
digging.  They’d even brought their cubs out the previous evening, leaving behind junior 
paw prints for us to find.  Those of you who’ve been on one of these sessions will know 
the excitement caused by a fresh latrine and we were lucky to find a number of glossy 
deposits from the previous night!  We also found a boundary latrine, where two or three 
clans had agreed the limits of each other’s territory.  Bedding freshly pulled out, clear runs, 
pushed up wire on fences, badger hairs, we had it all!  
 

Thanks to Sam, Libby, Tori, Matt & Liam for coming – and to the badgers for performing!
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GREAT NEWS FROM THE SETT  

  

  
 

As a result of various watches and by studying trailcam footage over the last couple of 
months, we have been able to piece together our observations and are thrilled to report 
that our local sett currently has four badgers in residence. 
 
John, Karen, Andy and Cathy have had several successful nightime watches at the 
Copse.  On the first few occasions, they saw only one badger – believed to be a 
handsome boar.  (Karen managed to capture the two (top) photos of him before it went 
too dark.) 
 
A more recent watch and then subsequent trailcam footage showed another three 
badgers.  At first it was thought they were all adults, but on closer examination, John is 
almost certain they are a sow and two large cubs.  It is hard to say exactly how old the 
cubs are - if they are this year’s, then the sow had them very, very early, judging from their 
size now.  They have grown out of the "powder puff" tail phase and appear to be a similar 
length to herself but weight wise, they won't be as heavy. 
 
You may remember that at this time last year, we suddenly had a sow and two cubs 
appear, only for them to disappear about three months later.  Looking back at the images 
from that time, John believes that this is the same small mum from last year.  Like last 
year, it appears that she has turned up with cubs that are large for the time of year.  It is 
difficult to believe that, if they had been born in the sett, she has managed to keep them 
hidden from us until now! 
 
We will keep monitoring the progress of our current group of badgers.  Please email us if 
you would like to arrange a watch from ‘Adrian’s Hide’ at: badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
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A Lasting Memorial to Adrian 

You will remember our great shock and sadness in losing 
our good friend and wildlife champion, Adrian Pearce, in 
February this year. 
 
Along with your many lovely tributes and kind donations in 
his memory, we were keen to have some tangible 
‘memorials’ to his invaluable dedication to the work of the 
Group. 

 
 
An elderberry tree has been 
planted at our Binfield copse, 
which we hope will flourish and 
provide the wildlife with food for 
many years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
…and visitors to our hide will be reminded of the many evenings Adrian spent there 
watching his beloved badgers.   
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SUMMER CROSSWORD    - (Courtesy of Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust) 
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ACROSS 
1.   The process which allows green plants to make 
food from sunlight, carbon dioxide and water (14) 
7.    Nectar-feeding, flying insects which often have 
brightly coloured wings (11) 
8.    A serious shortage of rain (7) 
9.    These insects collect pollen and make honey 
and wax (4) 
12.  Parts of a plant which have petals & pollen (7) 
13.  Makes you sneeze! (8) 
14.  Another name for daddy-long-legs (5,5) 
15.  A sweet food made by bees from nectar (5) 
16.  Like dragonflies but usually slimmer (11) 
18.  Light from the sun in a cloudless sky (8) 
20.  A bird related to the swallow, which builds mud 
nests under the eaves of buildings (11) 
22.  Summer visiting birds with forked tails, often 
catching insects over water (8) 
24.  The four-leaved version of this is believed to be 
lucky (6 
25.  The smallest but most numerous animals on the 
planet (7) 
27.  Summer visiting birds with curved, back-swept 
wings, who rarely stop flying (6 
28.  The showy, colourful parts of a flower (6) 
29.  See 5 down (6) 
 

No cheating – answers near the back! 

DOWN 
2.   Same as 20 across (11) 
3.   The sun rises here (4) 
4.   The male of this hoofed animal has antlers (4) 
5.   A large dark beetle the male of which appears to 
have antlers (4) 
6.   During the summer, this part of the day seems 
agreeably long (9) 
8.   Fast-flying, long-bodied predatory insects with 
long transparent wings (11) 
10. The fine, powdery dust produced by male flowers 
which sticks to bees and fertilizes female flowers (6) 
11. Our very smallest bird is the gold-.............(5) 
12. Young birds just about ready to fly (10) 
17. Like butterflies but they usually fly at night and 
have feathery antennae (5) 
18. You could call each of these "a baby plant with 
some food and a coat"; sown in correct conditions, 
they develop into new plants (5) 
19. This semi-aquatic fish-eating mammal seems to 
be gradually recovering from near-extinction (5) 
22. Exaggerating the importance of a minor problem 
is sometimes called "making a mountain out of a....(8 
23. Lady's Tresses, Helleborines, Green-winged ....., 
Twayblades, are all .............(7) 
26. The stage between caterpillar and butterfly, 
another name for chrysalis (4) 
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BADGER CULL WILL RESUME THIS AUTUMN 

Natural England has given the go-ahead for badger culling to resume shortly in three 
areas where bovine TB has been rife.  The government body announced it had sent 
authorisation letters granting a supplementary badger disease control licence in 
Gloucestershire, Somerset and Dorset (the newest area) and has received applications for 
culling from "high risk" and "edge areas"…. 

...so sadly, there’s no hiding from 
the fact that the cruel, costly, 
ineffective badger cull could be 
coming to Berkshire this year. 
 
A total of 32,601 badgers were killed  
last year in 32 areas across Dorset, 
Cornwall, Devon, Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire, Cheshire, Somerset, 
Wiltshire, Staffordshire and Cumbria,  
as part of the Government-backed 
programme.  Some 67,154 badgers 
have been killed since the scheme 
began in 2013. 

 

Our county's badgers are counting on you – how can you help? 
 

✓ Join our monthly sett survey training days - only if we know where they 
are can we protect them!  (Our next survey is scheduled for 21st July.) 
Email:  setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk  to find out more. 

 

✓ Register to join our wounded badger patrol - we need to be ready to 
jump into action at short notice – such patrols are a perfectly legal and effective 
way of protesting against the cull and provide some protection for our badgers. 
Email:  badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

✓ Join our sett guardian scheme - the Group is keen to establish a ‘sett 
guardian’ scheme with local residents in a range of Berkshire locations.   
If you’re interested in conservation and would like to help, please email:   
setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk  
 

✓ Join our Rescue Network – we are always looking for more volunteers to 
assist in rescues and deal with road casualties.  If you would like to get involved 
and join a future training/refresher sessions, email:  
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

 

✓ Spread the word by sharing our Facebook page –  
fb.me/binfieldbadgers 

 
By being a member of the Binfield Badger Group, you are already 
helping us in protecting badgers both in Berkshire and through our 
support of the Badger Trust, across the UK.  Thank you on behalf of 
the brocks! 
 
 
.

mailto:setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
mailto:setts@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP? - Judith 
 

Thank you to all of our members who have renewed promptly.  If you 
find a Reminder Form included with this newsletter, then I have 
not yet received your 2019 subscription, which is now overdue. 
We do hope that you will continue to support our Group’s activities. 
 

• Please check that your details are correct, particularly post 
codes and phone numbers and add any changes in the box next to 
the entry. 
 

• Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you know what is going on; no  
personal details are shared with anyone else. 
 

• Core Group Communications – please carefully read the ‘Opt In’/’Opt Out’  
statements, just above your signature on the form and tick the appropriate box. 
(We hope you will choose to continue hearing from us regarding badgers and other 
wildlife-related issues, including our newsletters). 
 

• Newsletter options- you can now indicate on the form if you would prefer to  
receive your quarterly newsletter by email, by ticking the appropriate box.  (Of course, you 
can change this option at any time in the future.) 
 

• Membership rates - In view of the rising costs of running the group, we have  
been obliged to slightly increase the annual Membership rates to £6 per adult and £2 per 
child (under 18).  But please remember that from this fee, we pay a levy of £2 per head to 
the Badger Trust to support its valuable work.  The new fee still doesn’t cover our costs so 
we (and the badgers!) continue to be very grateful to those able to add a donation to their 
membership fees.  Please indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the 
Group by ticking the box. 
 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can  
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 
 

• Please then return your form to us as soon as possible. 
 

If you prefer not to pay by cheque, you can pay your membership fee electronically 
(BACS) - please email us at: membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk for the required bank 
details.  There is also a secure ‘Donate’ button on the web site for the membership fee 

and any donation.  However, please still send your renewal form back so that we 
can update any changes to our records.  It would help if you mark the form 
“paid via web site, or BACS” please. 
 

If you have received a reminder, but you are sure you have paid already, please let 
me know and I will look into it.  We have a Post Office box for the Group, so please 
address all correspondence to: Binfield Badger Group, PO Box 3805, Bracknell RG42 
1HH 
 

If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to the 
Membership page on our web site: http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/membership where 
the whole application process can be done quickly and securely. 
 

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/membership
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SHOULD WE BE VACCINATING BADGERS? – our Gloucestershire experience- Andy 

Vaccinating badgers against bTB is a hot topic.  The science points away from them being 
a significant contributor to the spread of bTB in cattle.  It could therefore be asked why 
some badger groups take part in vaccination schemes. 
 

The answer is two fold.  Firstly, it protects badgers against a serious disease, thus 
benefiting both the individual and the clan; secondly, and also importantly, it shows our 
support to farmers and a willingness to work with them on the issue of bTB. 
 

Karen and I recently visited a farm in Gloucestershire to observe an extensive vaccination 
programme in action.  Much of the hard work had been done in the fortnight before we 
arrived.  Hefty cages had been strategically sited around many fields, and a pre-baiting 
programme had been carried out each night in preparation for this moment. 

 

Priming the cages required a thorough, 
patient approach but was not technically 
demanding.  However, it could clearly 
be time consuming.  Working as a team, 
we set over 30 cages and thence retired 
to our beds for a (very short) night’s 
sleep.  At 3:00am, we duly resurfaced 
and headed back to the farm, ensuring 
we were in position for first light.  
Checking the cages, there were only a 
few ‘blanks’.  The rest were occupied by 
badgers of varying ages, all quietly calm 
and many asleep.   
 

Driving round the farm in a Landrover, safari 
style, the trained vaccinators went about their 
business efficiently and speedily.  It was 
noticeable that there are stringent hygiene 
and safety standards to ensure the well being 
of all, human and mustelid alike!  Mixing the 
vaccine to ensure that each animal got the 
required dose, they gave the injections 
quickly and smoothly, such that each badger 
was released as quickly as possible.  The 
lead vaccinator explained that any visibly 
distressed animals are done first; happily for 
us, all were quiet. 
 

Overall, we felt that the implementation of 
such a programme in Berkshire would be very 
worthwhile and, with the correct training, 
technically within our reach.  The main 
challenges, it seemed to us, lie in raising the 
cash to fund the project and securing the people power necessary to carry out the pre-
baiting schedule.  However, if we can meet these two demands, we should be able to 
carry out important vaccination work in our county and serve our badgers well. 
(The Binfield Badger Group has decided to defer any vaccination project for another year, 
to allow us time to engage with farmers/landowners and to raise essential funds.  In the 
meantime, we will again be offering our assistance with BBOWT’s vaccination scheme.)
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BADGER AND FOXES – SHARING A HOME! - Jill 

Over the Easter Weekend, I was privileged to see fox cubs up close in a local wood. 
 

We had been monitoring a large and very active sett with six cameras placed 
strategically in order to get a really good view of all the comings and goings of the 
badgers that live there.  On the last day, whilst I was taking the final camera down 
from a tree that was pointed to the very edge of the sett, I spotted movement to my 
left, about 3 metres away.  When I looked more closely, it was a tiny fox cub.   

 

I looked later at photos on the internet 
and would guess he/she was about 6-8 
weeks old.  I stood very still whilst the 
little cub walked past the tree and then to 
my surprise, it disappeared down a sett 
hole! I decided to stay and watch more, 
so crept round to the front of the tree and 
sat quietly. 
 

 

Within a few minutes, one, two, three and 
then four little heads appeared!  They came 
out from one hole and disappeared into 
another and did the same from two other 
holes.  I could also hear twittering from below 
ground, so they were obviously playing.  I sat 
for 20 minutes or so as they ran within feet of 
me, totally oblivious to my presence.  
 

After doing some research, I have learned that badgers and foxes can live in the 
same place and some people have had the same experience as myself, with the 
active badger sett being on one side of the area and the foxes using old sett holes on 
the other with possibly the underground tunnels joining up.  Do the two animals ever 
meet up underground I wonder?  I do know that foxes visit other badgers’ setts 
regularly as, whenever I put a remote camera close to a sett, I get fox and badger 
images.  I had just never imagined that a fox would use these sett holes as a home to 
bring up their young!  
 

I’m still regularly visiting the sett and have been taking dog food up and have had sightings 
of the fox cubs, but not all of them at once anymore.  They tend to come out in ones or 
two’s.  I’m also finding they are getting more wary of me and I have to sit further away and 
up wind whilst I wait for them to come and eat.  Interestingly, I have not seen an adult fox 
whilst I have been watching, although they all look healthy, so I am sure the parents aren’t 
far away – probably watching me, watching them!
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BADGERS OF THE MONTH! – BASILDON BADGERS FC 

The Binfield Badger Group are proud to sponsor Basildon Badgers FC’s 
‘Berkshire Badgers Trophy’, which is awarded each month to the young 
player who has shown special effort and qualities while playing for their 
team.  Here are the latest worthy trophy winners: 
 
 

 

Here is March’s 
winner – Tom 
Griffin who is in 
year 3.  He has 
only been with 
the club for a 
few months but 
has settled in 
quickly, listening 
to the coaches, 
getting stuck in 
and scoring 
some great 
goals!  

This is May’s 
winner –  
Jack B.  He 
won the award 
for his attitude, 
his desire to 
improve and 
some 
consistently 
high 
performances 
in matches 
where he led 
by example. 

 

‘SETT’ THE TREND FOR BERKSHIRE'S BADGERS!   #LoveBadgers #GotTheTshirt  

Want to look 'clantastic' and help badgers at the same time?   
If you've seen us out and about recently you may have spotted our NEW Team BBG 
branded t-shirts.  They are a great way to advertise our group and to raise awareness of 
the plight of our nation’s 
badgers.  Therefore we are 
pleased to announce that in 
partnership with our supplier 
SP Workwear, our stylish and 
sustainable team tees are now 
on sale!  
 
Stay cool for summer and wear 
the love!  For further details 
and ordering please email 
sales@spworkwear.co.uk 
 
 
 

 SUMMER CROSSWORD – ANSWERS          How did you do? 

ACROSS 
1.    Photosynthesis;  7.  Butterflies; 
8.    Drought;  9.  Bees;  12.  Flowers; 
13.  Hayfever;  14.  Crane flies; 15.  Honey; 
16.  Damselflies;  18.  Sunshine; 
20.  Housemartin;  22.  Swallows;  
24.  Clover;  25.  Insects;  27.  Swifts; 
28.  Petals;  29.  Beetle 

DOWN 
2.   Housemartin;  3.  East;  4.  Deer; 
5.   Stag;  6.  Afternoon;  8. Dragonflies; 
10. Pollen;  11.  Crest;  12.  Fledglings; 
17. Moths;  18.  Seeds;  19.  Otter; 
22. Molehill;  23.  Orchids;  26.  Pupa 
 
(Courtesy of Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust) 
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COMMITTEE Telephone 0709 BADGERS   or   0709 2234377 

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805, Bracknell 
RG42 1HH 

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:     Currently Vacant 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records & Surveys: 

   Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Rescues & Surveys:    Currently Vacant 

Planning:  Andy McCoy, Sonning 

Website & Facebook:  Zoe Egan, Windsor 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

 Badger Trust, P.O. Box 708, East Grinstead, RH19 2WN.    
 Phone      - 08458 287878  or 08458 BTRUST 
 Web         - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MAY LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 
 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805,  
Bracknell,  
Berkshire 
RG42 1HH 

E-Mail: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers  
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  (cut out and keep) 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Thames Valley Police Wildlife Liaison  08458 505505 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 


