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NEW KIDS ON THE ‘BROCK’!! 
 

In this issue: 
 

• Group News see page    2 

• News from the Copse and West Berkshire see page 2-4 

• Dehydration Kills! – Help our Wildlife Survive see page    5 

• Membership Renewal Reminder see page    6 

• So, what does the Badger Trust do? see page    7 

• Cull Legal Challenge Needs your Help! see page    8 
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GROUP NEWS  

Our Group AGM held via ZOOM – 20 May 2021 
 

Thank you to everybody who was able to join us 
online for our 34th AGM, which had unfortunately 
been long-postponed due to Covid 19 restrictions. 
 
Holding the meeting in this manner was a new 
experience for many of us.  However, we received 
some very favourable comments, making worthwhile 
all the extra preparation of the accompanying slides, 
etc to illustrate the various reports and talks given by 
John, Jill, Karen and Andy during the meeting.   
 
The meeting ended with some lovely trailcam 
footage from the Copse, featuring the two cubs who 
arrived last May. 
 
Read on to find out what this May has brought! 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE COPSE   -   PLUCKY ‘LS’ OF THE ‘SS’ ! - John 

Our enigmatic sow Little Star (LS) has this year again been giving us some concerns – 
and doubly so!  Although she lives on the Binfield sett for most of the year, when February 
comes around, she chooses to give birth to her cubs at a secret sett (SS).  The trail 
cameras tell us that she visits the Binfield sett regularly during the final months of Winter 
and into Spring and these clips have also informed us that she is lactating and therefore 
has a cub or cubs. 
 

For each of the last three years, during May or the first days of June, we have been 
delighted to see her return to the Binfield sett with two well-grown, healthy cubs.  Although 
we have searched, the location of her secret sett remains a mystery!  We were expecting 
her to follow a similar pattern this year and it began to look as though it would.  She was 
visiting the Binfield sett and she was lactating.  But then disaster struck!   
 

We were horrified to see in a video clip (2 May, 4am), that she was dragging her hind legs. 
We didn’t know what had happened to her, but thought it highly likely that she had been 
involved in a road traffic accident.  The video clip was horrendous to watch as she was 
clearly struggling to get around.  There was some muscle movement in both hind legs, but 
they were unable to support her weight.  She was lying on her right hind leg and dragging 
herself along with her front legs.  That same video clip showed that she was moving in a 
direction away from the main complex of holes and perhaps attempting to get back to her 
cubs.   
 

Not knowing where the cubs were, left us in a hopeless situation of desperately wanting to 
help her, but being powerless to do so.  (As an aside, there are times when, perhaps, one 
should not interfere with nature and naturally occurring unpleasant events, as we might 
perceive them.)  However, a likely impact with a car is hardly a natural event, so to help 
Little Star and her cub(s) if we could, was the way we decided to go. 
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For the next ten nights or so we overloaded the Binfield sett with food and bowls of water, 
in the hope that, if she visited, she would at least easily be able to get a good meal.  At 
one point, we had six trail cameras set up around the sett and copse but she didn’t turn up 
and we began to fear the worst! 
 

Amazingly, and what a relief it was, she reappeared 15 nights after we first saw her with 
her injuries.  She was now moving around on all four legs, but with a severe limp - almost 
a hop sometimes, bringing both her hind legs forward at the same time.  She next visited 
on the nights of 25 and 26 May and was walking much better now, but still limping. 
 
 

Finally, and what we had all hoped for, on 30 May 
at 00:05, we got our first clips of Little Star with 
two healthy cubs!  (She’s in the foreground in 
this photo.) 
 

The following evening, Little Star was seen 
walking normally when moving slowly.  However, 
from other clips we can see that she is still 
occasionally limping.  She appears therefore to 
have got over the worst of her injuries, but we will 
be watching closely just in case any further 
issues arise.   
 
We still don’t know where her secret sett is, but for now we will settle for having her back 
with her two beautiful cubs! 

 
Ooops ….Anyone for Tennis?  -   
 
Our inquisitive new cubs never fail to entertain! – caught on the trailcam tumbling around 
in play fighting, learning to scent mark and …........ 
 
“who put that hole there?” and “what am I suppose to do with this tennis ball I’ve found?” 
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NEWS OF SOME WEST BERKSHIRE BADGERS Jill 

Jill has kindly sent us some news of her Winterbourne Badgers, where this Spring’s cubs 
are growing fast under the watchful eye of their local badger friends: 

 

“There are a number of “badger 
guardians” in the village who have 
been watching these little cubs 
develop and grow.  We’ve been out 
with Thermal Imaging cameras most 
nights when it has been warm 
enough to watch them and there are 
multiple trail cameras around the 

village and further afield so we can check on their health and welfare.” 
(extract from the Winterbourne Wildlife Newsletter - June) 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA – A BLESSING OR A CURSE? - Jill 

We all use social media – it’s a fabulous tool for keeping up to date with our ever changing 
world but, if not used wisely, it can have unwanted consequences. 

 

Back in early May, we were alerted via social media of 
some young badger cubs out on their own in Bradfield 
on a road verge, with a dead adult badger a few yards 
further down the road and obviously the sad victim of a 
car accident. 
 

Concerned locals had kindly had the dead badger 
removed and had put out food for the young cubs, but 
had also posted the location of them on social media 
with photographs. The post had been circulating for a 
few days before 
BBG were tagged  

 

and we were able to make contact with the people 
feeding them.  The location they were found was right 
on the edge of a large shooting estate and by the 
access gate used by the local gamekeepers and 
visible if anyone knew where to look. 
 

As soon as we were alerted, a number of committee 
members went out in the daytime and evening with  
TI cameras, but the cubs were nowhere to be seen 
and to this day, their fate is unknown.  The area is 
well known to us as one where traps, snares and 
pens have been seen when conducting sett surveys.  
We truly hope that the cubs managed to find their way to safety, but we had concerns that 
the social media post could have attracted unwanted attention. 
 

Advice to anyone who may find themselves in a similar situation, whatever wildlife may be 
involved, is to reach out to a rescue group straight away and refrain from posting any 
details or photos of the animals that give a location to the general public.  
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DEHYDRATION KILLS! - Save MeTrust 

We and our local Harper Asprey Wildlife 
Rescue and the Save Me Trust are 
anxious to get this vital message over.  
So we are repeating the article we 
featured last June. 
 
Butterflies and humans are having a 
great time in this hot weather, but it’s not 
the same for all wildlife.  Water is 
essential for all of us.  Many of the 
smaller species find their water from the 
morning dew and puddles.  In the recent, 
unusually hot weather, water evaporates 
and they are unable to find it. 

 
Earthworms, which form a vital part of the diet for many wild animals, cannot survive in 
drought conditions indefinitely and around 87% will perish.  They are a badger’s main food 
and in a single night, one badger could eat perhaps as many as 200 worms! 
 

At this time of year, Harper Asprey see an increased number of animals with dehydration 
coming into the centre, especially babies who just don’t know where to go for water - they 
are hit the hardest as they don’t have the knowledge of surviving in a drought. 
 
Here’s one of their ‘lucky’ rescued 
badgers last June, enjoying a cool 
bath in a tray. 
 
You can watch the video, read 
advice on helping our wildlife during 
the hot weather and make a 
welcome donation to help with their 
vital work: 
https://www.save-
me.org.uk/dehydration-kills 
 
The Badger Trust also has an 
interesting article on this: 
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/how-drought-impacts-the-lives-of-badgers 

 

We are asking our BBG members who know of a sett or foraging area near them, to put 
out water in a shallow plant pot tray (or something similar) for the badgers each 
night, or as often as possible.  The tray should be placed in the shade, in as hidden a 
position as possible so that the badgers' location isn't advertised! 
 
(Remember that other animals such as hedgehogs may be drawn to the water, so please 
avoid putting out anything too deep.) 
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HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP? - Judith 
 

Thank you to all of our members who have renewed promptly.  If you 
find a Reminder Form included with this newsletter, then I have 
not yet received your 2021 form and subscription, which is now 
overdue.  We do hope that you will continue to support our Group. 
 

• Please check that your details are correct, particularly post 
codes and phone numbers and add any changes in the box next to 
the entry. 
 

• Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you know what is going on; no  
personal details are shared with anyone else. 
 

• Core Group Communications – please carefully read the ‘Opt In’/’Opt Out’  
statements, just above your signature on the form and tick the appropriate box. 
(We hope you will choose OPT IN to continue hearing from us regarding badgers and 
other wildlife-related issues, including our newsletters). 
 

• Newsletter options- you can now indicate on the form if you would prefer to  
receive your quarterly newsletter by email, by ticking the appropriate box.   
(Of course, this will greatly save on the ever increasing cost of printing and postage!) 
 

• Membership rates - In view of the rising costs of running the group, we were  
obliged last year to slightly increase the annual Membership rates to £6 per adult and £2 
per child (under 18).  But please remember that from this fee, we pay a levy of £2 per head 
to the Badger Trust to support its valuable work -  (See next page!)  The fee still doesn’t 
cover our costs so we (and the badgers!) continue to be very grateful to those able to add 
a donation to their membership fees.  Please indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any 
donation to the Group by ticking the box. 
 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can  
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 
 

Please then return your form to us as soon as possible, either by post 
or scanned and emailed to:  membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

• Payments - there are 3 ways to pay.  (1) you can return a cheque (made payable  
to ‘Binfield Badger Group’) along with your membership form - our address is given on the 
form;  (2) you can pay by BACS - our bank details are given in the ‘Join Us’ section on our 
website;  (3) you can pay via Paypal - please use the ‘Donate’ button in the ‘Join Us’ 
section on the website.  (Paypal charge us fees so more of your money goes to 
badgers if you use BACS!) 
 

(If paying by BACS or Paypal, please still remember to return the form to us,  
It would help if you mark the form “paid via website”, or “paid via BACS” please.) 
 

If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to 
the ‘Join Us’ page on our web site:  
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us, where the whole application 
process can be done quickly and securely. 
  

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
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SO, WHAT DOES THE NATIONAL BADGER TRUST DO? 

 

For every membership we receive, we normally send £2 to the 
national Badger Trust.  This year, the levy was halved to 
recognise the difficulties groups are facing during the pandemic.   
 
But what exactly has the national organisation been doing in 
the past twelve months?  Answers to this were provided at their 
online AGM in May, led by acting CEO Dawn Varley with the 
support of the Chair, Jo Bates-Keegan. 
 
Despite Covid-19, the Badger Trust has certainly been busy!  
Efforts at challenging the cull have continued apace, with 
responses to the Godfray Report and the Government’s various 

consultation documents.  Financial support was also given to pressure groups mounting 
legal challenges and a collective representation made under the Bern Convention, in 
consort with various wildlife NGOs. 
 
Other existing programmes also continued, such as Give Badgers a Brake, which seeks to 
reduce badger road deaths.  As part of this campaign, the Trust gathered RTA data and, 
crucially, passed it on to groups.  On a number of occasions, this allowed a dead badger to 
be identified as a lactating sow, with cubs subsequently rescued. 
 
Crime was also a key focus in 2020, with the Trust’s Wildlife Crime Officer, Craig Fellowes, 
training many police officers and badger groups.  Additionally, he produced a specialist 
guide on badger related crimes for distribution to police forces nationally.  Having received 
training and advice from Craig, we can say that the Trust is indeed fortunate to have his 
expertise.  Throughout 2020, Craig also continued to play a very active role on the national 
crime group, ‘The Wildlife and Countryside Link’, and in the ‘National Wildlife Crime Unit’, 
for whom tackling badger persecution is a priority.  He also attends ‘Action Against Wildlife 
Crime’ and chairs the ‘Training Conference Group’.  Alongside Craig’s work with police 
and badger groups, efforts have also been made to reach a wider audience.  To this end, 
2020 saw the release of a short film ‘Stop Badger Crime’, produced and narrated by Mike 
Dilger. 
 
Promoting National Badger Day on 6th October also gained ground in 2020 with a range of 
celebrities including Peter Egan, Jane Goodall and Megan McCubbin supporting 
#LoveBadgers. It’s hoped that in 2021, badgers’ profile will be lifted still further, with the 
Badger Trust aiming for schools to get involved in NBD activities based on BBG’s 
very own ‘School of Professor Brock’.  We’ve already produced some materials and are 
in the throes of creating still more for use both on the day itself and afterwards.  Hopefully, 
we will see many more young people gaining a love of badgers and a wider understanding 
of their ecological importance as bio-engineers. 
 
Other future plans for 2021 include a revamp of the Trust’s website, increased fundraising 
and a focus on the implications for badgers of development and building works.   
 
So watch this space!  2021 looks set to be an exciting year!  
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CULL LEGAL CHALLENGE NEEDS YOUR HELP             - Badger Trust 9/6/2021 

An important appeal from the Badger Trust:-  

 

 
 

As you are perhaps all too sadly aware, the 2021 badger cull started from 
1st June. 
 

A further 10 ‘Supplementary Licences’ were added to the 10 already in 
force, meaning the killing of badgers can start from 1st June in eight 
counties.  As the licences allow for the six-week culling period to run 
anytime from 1st June to 31st January 2022, and no further details are 
released, it’s impossible to know exactly when contractors will be active in 
the countryside to kill their quotas of badgers.  And all this is aside from 
the Intensive Licence cull activity that will take place later in the year, 
which we estimate could kill up to another 70,000 badgers. 
 
But we continue to campaign to stop the cull – and your ongoing support 
is key to that. Thank you for all that you already do. 

 
We wanted to let you know how you can help right now by donating to a 
crowdfunding campaign that Badger Trust is supporting. 
 

How you can help – 

 
Support Tom Langton's legal appeal crowdfunder through this link:  
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-badger-culling/ 
 
This appeal continues the legal challenges undertaken by ecologist Tom 
Langton, of The Badger Crowd. 
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Badger Trust helped make the case possible in 2020 by funding with a 
grant of £5,000 towards the initial legal work required to see if a case was 
viable. 
 
This case focuses on the failure of DEFRA to consider the wider ecological 
impacts on biodiversity of badger culling.  The case was initially turned 
down by the courts and again upon application to the Court of Appeal, but 
on final written Appeal the Court agreed that certain aspects of the case 
were fit to go to trial. 
 
The aim is to force the Government to consider the impact of badger 
culling on biodiversity – and in a coherent and detailed way in its widest 
context, not just when licensing culls in and around SSSIs (sites of special 
scientific interest).  
 
The challenge aims to achieve proper plans and safeguards once detailed 
assessments have been conducted in relation to the impact on the 
countryside because we believe the conclusion would be that badger 
culling is too risky to be allowed. 
 
We hope that progress on the case could impact the issuing of the 
‘Intensive Licences’ later in the year by Natural England, with the best-case 
scenario being that these are prevented from being issued at all. 
 
As ever with legal challenges there is no guarantee.  But to continue to 
push the case after the latest green light, the legal campaign needs funds 
to get to the next stage. 
 
Please donate now to help Tom reach the £8,000 target of the 
crowdfunding campaign. 
 
Together we continue to fight the cull and stop the senseless slaughter of 
the badgers due to be killed in the coming years. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jackie Lehane 
Group and Supporter Officer 
The Badger Trust  
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KIDS’ PAGE 

A picture to colour of a sow badger and her three cubs (they look 
just as cheeky as our Binfield pair! ) 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to visit our special ‘School of Professor Brock’ page on 
our website, https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff - where 
you’ll have fun while exploring everything about badgers, their 
habitats and the issues they face.  
 

 
  

https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff
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Do you shop on Amazon?   -   Karen 

Don’t forget!…..you can support us, at no cost to 
yourself, through your day to day shopping!  All you 
have to do is shop on AmazonSmile 
(www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of 
www.amazon.co.uk) and select Binfield Badger Group 
as your chosen charity.  Then BBG will receive 0.5% of 
the value of any purchases you make! 
 

Every item available for purchase on 
www.amazon.co.uk is also available on AmazonSmile 
at the same price.  Amazon have so far donated over 
£2 million to charities through 
their Smile Foundation.  

 

To start supporting us on Amazon, you can either type in 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk and select Binfield Badger Group, or use 
the link below or this QR code:  
 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1075886-0 
 

Help badgers whilst you shop! 
 

AND FINALLY……Want to go wild with Steve Backshall? BBOWT 

BBOWT’s President, naturalist and 
explorer Steve Backshall is asking us to  
Go Wild this June!   
 

Feel happier, healthier and help 
wildlife where you live by taking part 
in their 30 Days Wild Challenge……. 

 

It’s still not too late to join in………just click on this link for some ideas –  
 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-2021-sign-your-pack 
 

It could be listening to birdsong, planting seeds, taking a wild photograph, building a bug 
hotel or jumping in puddles.  There are online events, 
quizzes and wildlife guides too. 
 
 

You can choose what to do – as long as it’s wild! 
 
 

 
 

….and you never know when you may have a surprise, wild 
encounter with Nature!   Andy and John ‘bumped into’ this 
foot long slow worm whilst out sett surveying recently – he 
clearly didn’t hear them coming along the path. 
 

  

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-2021-sign-your-pack
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COMMITTEE Telephone - 0844 804 1146 

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805, Bracknell 
RG42 1HH 

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks:   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:  Cathy Holwill, Reading 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Surveys:  Committee members 

Rescues:  Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead  

Website:  Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

  Badger Trust, P.O. Box 708, East Grinstead, RH19 2WN.    
  Phone      - 08458 287878  or 08458 BTRUST 
  Web         - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MAY LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805,  
Bracknell,  
Berkshire 
RG42 1HH 

E-Mail: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers  
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  (cut out and keep) 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Thames Valley Police Wildlife Liaison  08458 505505 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 


