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GROUP NEWS AND MEETINGS IN 2020 

You will be aware that our 16 April meeting and AGM had to be cancelled 
following Government advice in relation to the Coronavirus (COVID-19).   
We are keeping an eye on the ongoing situation and will, of course, let 
you know as soon as we are able to announce a new date. 
 

This would ideally be our next scheduled meeting on 29 October. 
 

Like so many organisations, all our planned events, surveys and hide 
watches have had to be put on hold.  We will email members as soon as 
we have any updates.  Please also keep an eye on our website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk and our Facebook page: fb.me/binfieldbadgers 
 

Stay safe and we look forward to meeting up again soon. 
 

INTRODUCING PROFESSOR BROCK!  

 
 

We emailed all members a few weeks ago to introduce you to the ‘School of Professor 
Brock’ – our embryonic education area now live on the BBG website. 
 

While this is still 'work in progress' and ultimately intended for use in schools, some of the 
quicker activities could equally well be done at home, particularly if you know of young folk 
inspired by nature following this lockdown period!  The pages include a ‘Fun stuff’ page of 
quick badgery activities, like crosswords & wordsearches, and some longer ‘learn through 
play’ games in the Key Stage pages, like ‘Foraging badgers and wriggly worms’- our new 
take on ’snakes & ladders’.  Or how about a game of ‘Badgerships’ to introduce the young 
ones to the art of coordinates?  You may even want to try your hand at our ‘Badger A-Z’ 
quiz on the KS3 page yourselves! 
 

We have also recently added a series of infographics aimed at introducing youngsters to 
the wonders of our brocks.  How do they communicate?  What do they eat?  Where do 
they live?  Answers to these questions and more can be found here: 
https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/infographics. 
 

So, if you know any young lovers of British wildlife, or are trying to enthuse one, please 
take a look.  As this is embryonic, please do send us any feedback to 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk, which will help us to improve the materials on offer.  
Thank you to those who have fedback so far!   
 

You can go directly to our new ‘Fun stuff’ page here: 
https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff.

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/
https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/infographics
mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff
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HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP? - Judith 

Thank you to all of our members who have renewed promptly.  If you 
find a Reminder Form included with this newsletter, then I have 
not yet received your 2020/21 subscription, which is now overdue. 
We do hope that you will continue to support our Group’s activities. 
 

• Please check that your details are correct, particularly post 
codes and phone numbers and add any changes in the box next 
to the entry. 

 

• Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you know what is going on; no  
personal details are shared with anyone else. 
 

• Core Group Communications – please carefully read the ‘Opt In’/’Opt Out’  
statements, just above your signature on the form and tick the appropriate box. 
(We hope you will choose to continue hearing from us regarding badgers and other 
wildlife-related issues, including our newsletters.) 
 

• Newsletter options- you can now indicate on the form if you would prefer to  
receive your quarterly newsletter by email, by ticking the appropriate box.  (Of course, you 
can change this option at any time in the future.) 
 

• Membership rates - the annual Membership rates are £6 per adult and £2 per  
child (under 18).  Please remember that from this fee we pay a levy of £2 per head to the 
Badger Trust to support its valuable work.  The membership fee doesn’t cover our costs, 
so we (and the badgers!) continue to be very grateful to those able to add a donation to 
their fees.  Please indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the Group 
by ticking the box. 
 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can  
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 
 

Please then return your form to us as soon as possible, either by post 
or scanned and emailed to:  membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

• Payments - there are 3 ways to pay.  (1) you can return a cheque (made payable  
to ‘Binfield Badger Group’) along with your membership form; our address is given on the 
form;  (2) you can pay by BACS - our bank details are given in the ‘Join Us’ section on our 
website;  (3) you can pay via Paypal - please use the ‘Donate’ button in the ‘Join Us’ 
section on the website.  (Paypal charge us fees so more of your money goes to 
badgers if you use BACS!) 
 

(If paying by BACS or Paypal, please still remember to return the form to us,  
It would help if you mark the form “paid via website”, or “paid via BACS” please.) 
 

If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to 
the ‘Join Us’ page on our web site:  
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us, where the whole application 
process can be done quickly and securely – they can just fill out the page 
then click ‘Submit’ to send. 

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
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Badgers will be Badgers – despite Lockdown! - Andy 

The Badger Trust has issued badger groups around the country with advice on how they 
can continue to help with rescues and advice on badger matters, whilst adhering to the 
Covid-19 restrictions issued by the Government. 
 

 
 
Spring has been a busy time, with badgers emerging from their Winter torpor and getting 
into scrapes requiring callouts to the Binfield Badger Group, despite lockdown. 
 
❖ We’ve been contacted by local people concerned about injured and orphaned badgers.  

Perhaps the most extraordinary case involved a limping badger who turned out to have 
lost a paw some time previously.  Healed and healthy, his limp was simply the enduring 
legacy from whatever misadventures had befallen him. 

 
❖ One clan in Maidenhead had been enthusiastically digging under a garden wall to the 

extent that it had started to give way.  Happily, the householders are wonderful people, 
who care about wildlife, and called us in.  We were able to offer some helpful advice 
and guidance on dealing with Natural England such that, once the cub season is over, 
repairs can begin. 

 
❖ We also made a visit over to Tilehurst.  Concerned badger fans had noticed a plastic 

loop coiled around the neck of a brock who regularly visits their garden and had 
subsequently disappeared.  Despite a 
search of the area, we found no 
injured badger and reluctantly returned 
home.  Sure enough, the animal 
turned up the next day, minus her loop 
and with two new cubs in tow; a truly 
happy ending!  Sadly though, all too 
often litter is a real problem, with 
badgers injured by broken glass, 
entanglement and ingested material.  
If you see incidences of fly-tipping or 
other serious littering, please do 
contact the local Council to see what 
can be done. 

 
❖ Reports of RTAs, where badgers have sadly been killed on our local roads, continue to 

come in.  Where possible, we will try and remove the body, particularly checking at this 
time of year if it is a lactating sow with cubs nearby.  However, we are also heartened 
to be receiving more ‘Live’ badger sightings recently.  (see page 13 for more on this.) 

 
What links all these stories of badgers in distress, is the 
compassion of the people who contact us and their concern for 
animal welfare.  
 
If you’re worried about a badger, please do contact us with details 
at badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk or report it via our website. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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April in Lockdown……but eventually some great news! - Andy 

Missing our Spring badger fix during the Covid19 lockdown was a small inconvenience 
compared with the traumas faced by many people up and down the country.  Over the 
past couple of years, Karen and I have made more regular visits to the Binfield copse hide 
and now eagerly await Spring sightings, wondering whether cubs might once again be 
produced.   
 

  
(Trailcam footage from the Binfield sett, recorded during April and May) 

 

The drama was busily unfolding earlier this year; our established boar still resident, last 
year’s female (Little Star) seen regularly and even an interloper turning up.  Would there 
be cubs?  A drama seemed to be building, worthy of ‘Eastenders’! 
 

With the advent of lockdown, we found we could no longer follow the plot, the Government 
rightly requiring us to ‘stay at home’.  Nonetheless, we were able to keep in touch with 
badgers via our daily exercise round, taken just outside Reading.  With the landowner’s 
permission, we were allowed to traverse a field, on the way seeing signs of fresh digging 
at the edge of an adjacent copse.  Further on, we encountered dung pits at the side of the 
footpath and saw tracks through the fields.  Although we couldn’t follow the Binfield drama, 
it was uplifting to see signs of these animals carrying on their normal lives.  It is perhaps at 
difficult times like these that we benefit most from the therapeutic contribution nature can 
make to our lives. 
 

Beyond badgers, we saw a lot of our local wildlife anew.  We’ve always taken an interest in 
our patch but work commitments, trips to see family and all the other features of modern 
life have meant we’ve spent less time on it than we would like.  During March and April, 
however, we were at home taking daily walks, and thus seeing a multitude of birds; winter 
redwing and fieldfares departing; chiffchaffs and sedge warblers arriving and our first 
cuckoo of Spring.  We’ve seen a fox emerge from its earth, but at the time of writing, we 
haven’t seen a badger.  Although we go in the early evening, they are clearly tucked up 
underground, awaiting the still of night.  Nonetheless, when the rules allow, we can make a 
trip in the small hours and, with luck, see them.  And of course, now we’re able to travel 
again, we have our very own Binfield ‘Eastenders’ saga to catch up on! *** 
 

***Duff, duff, duff!….the story has taken a wonderful 
turn: our proud mum Little Star introduces her beautiful, 
playful twins, caught here on recent trailcam footage 
from the sett.  A truly happy development in the saga.  
Read on and watch our video diary on our website for 
the full story: www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/video-clips 
 

If you had any uplifting experiences with badgers or 
wildlife during lockdown, please share them with us by 
writing to:  badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/video-clips
mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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TALES FROM THE COPSE - Karen 

The Group invested in a new trailcam in February with our thoughts very much with our friend, 
Adrian Pearce.  He loved to follow the antics of the Copse clan. 
 

So, with excitement, we bugged the Copse and prepared to be enchanted by the simple but 
magical story of new lives unfolding in front of us.  However, a global pandemic and 
unpredictable badger behaviour meant things didn’t quite turn out as straightforwardly as we’d 
thought.  
 

It looked promising in February, with regular sightings of our Big Boar (BB), our sow Little Star 
(LS) and an interloper who, for obvious reasons, we named Fantail.  Interestingly, most of the 
bonding seemed to be between LS and Fantail with lots of mock fighting and mutual grooming.  
We watched Little Star closely, desperately hoping to see signs of lactation but then, suddenly, 
she stopped appearing in our clips at the end of February, giving us just tantalising glimpses 
occasionally in March.  Was she holed up elsewhere, nursing cubs? 
 

Lockdown arrived and our observations were, quite rightly, interrupted until we could do a two 
month catch up, once travel restrictions eased.  We looked excitedly for signs of cubs in the 
later clips, but still no.  Looking back at earlier clips, however, Little Star did appear to be 
lactating in April and both BB and LS were seen doing a lot of digging and bonding in one of 
the sett entrances.  Our hopes remained high! 
 

Then, on 23rd April, we had an extraordinary clip showing a fox chasing BB into that sett 
entrance at quite a pace, followed by a very timid looking BB poking his nose out tentatively.  
After this, we saw foxes using that sett entrance and very few clips of badger for the next 
month or so.  It seemed unlikely a fox would intimidate a badger, but had the Copse just 
become too busy with 5 fox cubs chasing around?  
 

We were therefore relieved to see BB and LS on the lawn on 29th May, looking comfortable 
together.  Although lovely to see them back, Little Star being out and about without cubs gave 
us cause to be concerned for their welfare.  Would she have left them alone already? 
 

Finally, on 3rd June, we were all elated to see TWO cubs on the trailcam clips!  They were 
already a good size, so likely to have been born in February in Little Star’s secret location.  We 
hope she shares sightings of the cubs with us on the trailcam over the summer, and we’ll 
share the best clips with you on our website.  Watch our clips to date, including our own 
Spring Diary, on our website at https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/video-clips . 
 

It’s interesting to note that, in the course of these few months, the Binfield clan used 3 
separate entrances on the Copse, but only one at any one time, leaving 2 entrances looking 
inactive.  A great reminder, surveyors amongst you, that not all inactive entrances mean bad 
news! 
 

TAILS from the Copse!  -  You might ask how we can identify the different clan members.  
Body size, shape of head and ears and facial markings, such as the blaze, all come into it but, 
in our case, the tails have become one of the easiest diagnostic features when reviewing 
trailcam clips.  
 

    
BB - long & thin LS – beaver style Fantail Cubs – bottlebrush 

https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/video-clips
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HOME SCHOOLING – BADGER STYLE!! - Judith 

With schools being closed during Lockdown, the majority of children and parents have 
been experiencing a new challenge - ‘Home Schooling’!  Of course, for Badger parents,  
the age-old process of educating their young cubs in the ways of the big woodland world 
outside their sett goes on naturally every Spring. 
 

Cubs are normally born in or around 
February and have a light covering of silvery 
grey fur – they have stripes on their faces 
within a few days of being born.  Their eyes 
don’t open until they are five weeks old, but 
can’t see properly for a few more weeks. 
 

When they’re around 6 to 7 weeks old, the 
cubs start exploring the tunnels of their sett. 
At 8 weeks old, they may come up to the sett 
entrances, but don’t usually start exploring 
outside the sett until they are 9-10 weeks 
old, around late April or early May. 

 

By early May, the cubs have grown and look like smaller versions of adult badgers, but 
have shorter muzzles and have fluffy ‘bottle brush’ tails.  To begin with, the cubs don’t go 
very far from the sett entrance, but it’s not long before they follow their mother when she 
goes searching for food (foraging).  They soon learn from their mother, the sow, what's 
good to eat, and how to find food for themselves.  By the time they are 15 weeks old, the 
cubs are quite happy to go foraging alone. 
 

As the cubs get older and bolder, they will spend 
more time above ground playing, grooming, 
scent marking and digging for food, such as 
roots and earthworms. 
 

They often play-fight and chase each other.  The 
games fulfill a very useful function in life. Badger 
cub play helps to develop co-ordination and 
strengthen muscles; and it helps to establish a 
sort of pecking order in terms of strength and 
seniority within the young clan members. 
 

By the autumn, badger cubs are nearly as big as adult badgers.  They play much less 
now, and spend more time eating.  They need to build up their body fat so that they will 
survive their first winter, when there isn't so much food around.  If they live through the 
winter, they have a good chance of growing into fully adult badgers, and having cubs of 
their own.  Then it will be their turn to ‘home school’ the next generation of badgers! 

 

(One of our members was amused by 
trailcam footage from her local sett of three 
cubs practising ‘bedding-gathering’ – not 
nice clean hay, but some old bits of 
newspaper they’d found.  The disgruntled 
mum soon came along and pulled it out –  
I bet she gave her kids an earful!) 
 
 

Cub ‘facts’ from Badgerland website 
Drawings by Eileen Soper from her book ‘Badgers’
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DESPITE LOCKDOWN, THE BADGER TRUST IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS - Andy 

Many of us have become a little more accustomed to using online 
conference facilities as a way of seeing family and friends.  At BBG, 
we’ve managed to hold our regular monthly committee meetings this 
way.   
 
Other organisations have also been holding ‘webinars’, including many 
wildlife groups.  Early May saw Dominic Dyer, CEO of the Badger Trust, 
interviewed by the Animal Welfare Party with an ‘e-audience’ listening in 
and able to submit questions. 
 

In a wide-ranging forum, Dominic commented on many badger related issues, including 
HS2, the cull, the shooting industry, wildlife crime and much else besides. 
 
On HS2, Dominic offered the pragmatic view that, in the light of the project’s approval, the 
Badger Trust will be working to ensure best practice from contractors and effective 
mitigation for badgers where required, there being a £13 million budget for this.  Further, 
Dominic expressed support for local groups challenging any inappropriate planning 
applications and building infringements, something which we do regularly at BBG.  
Dominic also encouraged individuals and groups to speak up on other unacceptable 
practices, whatever their origins.  He reassured the audience that the Badger Crime Team 
at the Trust is very much open and ready for business.  
 
On the badger cull, Dominic expressed concern at the Government’s confirmation that it 
will continue this Autumn.  In a letter sent on 27/4/20 to the Environment Secretary George 
Eustice, he has called for this year's programme to be scrapped amid the Covid-19 crisis:   
 
“Should the badger cull continue and be expanded in 2020, we estimate that it will require 
thousands of cull contractors operating as shooting and trapping teams across large parts 
of our countryside.  Each of these cull contractors would pose a risk of Covid-19 
transmission in the wider rural community as a result of working in teams and coming into 
contact with farmers and landowners, the police and members of the public.” 
 
He adds: “They would also have to undertake thousands of non-essential journeys to carry 
out their culling activities and to dispose of badger carcasses at incineration facilities.” 
 
Mr Dyer also points to the security operation around culling, with police officers often on 
patrol to prevent confrontations between licensed shooters and animal rights activists. 
 
“The Badger Trust therefore believes a decision by the Government to halt the badger cull 
in 2020 would be in the best interests of common sense, public health, animal welfare and 
efficient use of police resources, particularly at a time of unprecedented national health 
and economic emergency,” he says. 
 
Given that cull operatives have to be in pairs when shooting, many of us have wondered 
how they will maintain social distancing.  Equally, some of us have wondered whether 
shooters moving around the country will spread Covid19 to rural communities, something 
which seems out of keeping with the Government’s right-minded drive to reduce travel.  
On top of all these doubts, there is a legitimate concern that monitoring the humaneness of 
the cull, inadequate at the best of times, will be non-existent at the moment. 
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Last year, some 35,400 badgers were killed, creating an overall total of 102,349 
since the culls began.  Given these very high numbers, combined with losses on the 
roads, through persecution, climate change and habitat loss, localised extinctions must be 
considered a very real possibility.   
 

Alongside the Badger Trust’s work, we can also play our part by writing to our MPs 
demanding that the cull be stopped -  www.writetothem.com   Please do consider 
doing so – the more letters in their inboxes about the badger cull, the better.   
Let them know we still care! 
 

The issue of hedgehogs, as always a prickly subject, was raised.  Certainly badgers 
predate hedgehogs, but the decline in their population is widely acknowledged to be the 
consequence of human activity; road use, slug pellets, garden fences and the general loss 
of habitat all playing their part. 
 
With the discussion thus 
widening to other animals, it 
was perhaps fitting that the 
Q&A closed with a 
consideration of the 
badgers’ role in the world 
and observations on our 
need to re-evaluate our 
human-centric view.  
Badgers are important bio-
engineers and iconic 
figures in our eco-system, 
but more than that, they are 
sentient beings wishing to 
live out their portion on the planet, doing what they do; hardly an unreasonable aspiration! 
 

Government response to the Badger Trust 
 

Defra Minister, Lord Gardiner has now replied to Dominic Dyer’s letter of 27/4/20. 
 

…..(extract).”The period for licensed badger culling starts from 1 June each year.  
Licensing and authorisation of culling operations is a matter for Natural England.  At this 
stage I cannot prejudge what COVID-19 public health requirements there will be in the 
coming months and how they might vary over time.  Any future culling activities licensed 
and authorised by Natural England will follow whatever public health guidance is in place 
at the time……”  (You can read the repy in full on  - https://www.brockbase.com) 
 

Going forward, the Badger Trust will be seeking confirmation from the badger cull licensing 
agency Natural England, that despite the Covid-19 pandemic, any badger culling 
operations undertaken in 2020 will be subject to extensive independent monitoring for 
humaneness and public safety by Natural England field operatives. 
 

The Badger Trust will also be seeking confirmation from the Government that wounded 
badger patrols will be able to continue to operate on public footpaths during the period of 
badger culling, taking account of social distancing and other Covid-19 public health 
guidance. 
 

Natural England has confirmed to the Badger Trust that badger vaccination operations can 
continue from 1 May to 30 November in 2020 under current 4 year vaccination licences. All 
vaccination teams will need to comply with the latest public health guidance on Covid-19. 

http://www.writetothem.com/
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BADGER TIME! - Stay Involved With The Badger Trust In Lockdown 

With most of us spending more time at home than usual, are you looking 
for things to do, keep active and stay involved with the badger community?  
The Trust has created a range of badger-related activities “for you and 
your clan, from young cubs to wise old brocks”! 
 
Take a look at Badger Time on their website:- 
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/badger-activities 
 

 

You’ll find  -   *Arts and Crafts*;  * Colouring Competition*;    

*Book club* (for kids and adults); *Guest Articles*;  
 

*Quizzes and puzzles* 
 

Here’s a taster of one of Badger Time’s articles by Andy Parr, Somerset Badger Group: 
 

How a badger cull zone and the Covid-19 pandemic affects badger cub rescue 
 

The lockdown associated with the Covid-19 pandemic is causing significant problems for 
badger groups in the way they respond to and deal with calls relating to badgers. If you are 
living and working in an area subject to culling, then this becomes even harder. 
 

I received a call from Secret World Wildlife Rescue (SWWR) regarding a 10 week old 
badger cub that had been taken into their facilities.  The cub had by all accounts fallen 
down a near vertical 8m embankment onto a single track road, linking two rural villages….. 
SWWR asked if I could look into the circumstances as to how this cub became trapped at 
the road side and explore the options of trying to re-unite the cub with its sett and social 
group. 
 

…..The Somerset Badger Group (SBG) formalised their own Covid-19 protocols and are 
currently only physically responding to RTC’s and badger cub incidents.  I was happy to 
undertake this task.  I had access to PPE (via our vaccination project and my own stocks) 
and I was confident I could maintain social distancing…..  
 

….I was told the farmer who owned the field was very approachable and wildlife friendly 
and was confident the farmer would be able to help.  I was more cautious; not all farmers 
want a badger cull and I have had some very supportive farmers helping me return injured 
badgers or badger cubs on their land.  But I know through experience that situations such 
as this have to be approached with caution.  It is common knowledge that the area where 
the cub was found (and now most of Somerset) is in a cull zone……  
 

 
 

Unfortunately, SBG were unable to reunite this cub with its clan.  Now it is one of a number 
of cubs being looked after by Secret World Wildlife Rescue, waiting for a safe release site.
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KIDS’ PAGE  -  Summer’s Here!           

The beginning of June signals the start of the meteorological summer and the 
natural world is buzzing with life!  The Woodland Trust have put together a list of 
signs of summer to look out for while you’re enjoying the warmer, longer days. 
 

 

Trees in full leaf 
 

The woodland canopy has closed over 
and the trees are lovely and green. 

 
The Woodland Trust have a free  
Tree ID app for a mobile phone to help 
identify the UK's native and non-native 
trees.  It's an A-Z tree guide in your 
pocket!  Go to their website -  
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk. ------ 
 

 

Summer flowers blooming 
 

Spring flowers are fading fast and being 
replaced by summer blooms.  

 
Look out for poppies and daisies.  
Honeysuckle has a sweet-smelling 
fragrance and bees, butterflies and 
moths love to feed on its nectar.  Its 
scent is strongest at night - moths can 
detect it up to a quarter of a mile away! 
 

 

Fledglings learning to fly 
 

At this time of year, baby birds are 
beginning to leave the nest. 

 
Many spend a few days on the ground 
before they’re ready to take flight.  
If you see a baby bird on its own, it’s 
best to leave it alone – its parents are 
probably nearby. 
 

 

Butterflies all aflutter 
 

Summer woods and gardens come alive 
with butterflies flitting around flowers. 

 
You can attract even more to your 
garden by putting out overripe fruit in a 
warm, sunny spot.  Mushy bananas are a 
big favourite – butterflies love the 
sweet, stickiness.  
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DEHYDRATION KILLS! - Save MeTrust 

 
 

Our local Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue 
and the Save Me Trust are anxious to get 
this vital message over.  Butterflies and 
humans are having a great time in this hot 
weather, but it’s not the same for all 
wildlife. 
 
Water is essential for all of us.  Many of 
the smaller species find their water from 
the morning dew and puddles.  In the 
recent, unusually hot weather, water 
evaporates and they are unable to find it. 
 

Earthworms, which form a vital part of the diet for many wild animals, cannot survive in 
drought conditions indefinitely and around 87% will perish.  They are a badger’s main food 
and in a single night, one badger could eat perhaps as many as 200 worms! 
 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue are being hit on many levels in the rescue:  
 

• Just keeping inmates hydrated and water bowls topped up is a full time job. 

• Keeping the tiny orphans hydrated in between the vital bottle feeds they need to 
help them grow is doubling our interaction with them.  

• Rehydrating an animal with a primary injury, such as a break from a road traffic 
accident, would normally take a short period but now that is prolonged. 

 

They are seeing an increased number of animals with dehydration coming into the centre, 
especially babies who just don’t know where to go for water - they are hit the hardest as 
they don’t have the knowledge of surviving in a drought. 
 
Here’s one of their ‘lucky’ rescued 
badgers, enjoying a cool bath in a 
tray. 
 
You can watch the video, read 
advice on helping our wildlife during 
the hot weather and make a 
welcome donation to help with their 
vital work: 
https://www.save-
me.org.uk/dehydration-kills 
 
The Badger Trust also has an 
interesting article on this: 
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/how-drought-impacts-the-lives-of-badgers 

 

We have recently emailed our BBG members to ask, if they know of a sett or foraging area 
near them, to put out water in a shallow plant pot tray (or something similar) for the 
badgers each night, or as often as possible.  The tray should be placed in the shade, in 
as hidden a location as possible so that the badgers' location isn't advertised!   
(Remember that other animals such as hedgehogs may be drawn to the water, so please 
avoid putting out anything too deep.)



Binfield Badger Group     www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

Page 13 of 16 Affiliated to the Badger Trust 

 

50,000 BADGERS ARE KILLED ON OUR ROADS EACH YEAR - Karen 

SLOW DOWN. REPORT. SAVE LIVES 
****************************************************************** 

Traffic is the number one threat to badgers in the UK.  
In recent surveys, it is suggested that 50,000 badgers 
are killed on the roads every year.  The Badger Trust’s 
campaign ‘Give Badgers a Brake’ was set up to 
highlight the serious risk traffic poses to the nation’s 
wildlife.   
 

Badgers are nocturnal creatures of habit.  Family 
groups living in a sett will use the same well worn 

paths to access foraging grounds for generations.  As a result of the ever increasing rate of 
development, many of the UK's roads now intertwine with these well established routes.  With 
the badgers’ poor eyesight and poorly planned roads, it's no wonder that a recent survey 
ranked badgers at the top of the list of British wildlife species killed on our roads. 
 

The Binfield Badger Group keep records of the badger RTAs reported to us.  It is interesting to 
note that between 23rd March and 10th May (main lockdown period), there were 7 incidents 
and between 11th May and 8th June, there have been 9 reported.  So yes, more since 
lockdown easing.  It’s hard to know if this is due to fewer incidents or simply that there have 
been fewer drivers around to report them, but the numbers do seem to be increasing post-
lockdown. 
 

Whilst the sight of a dead badger by the side of the road is, sadly, all too common, it is 
important for us to know about such sightings so many thanks to all of you who report these to 
us, via the website (www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/report), email or Facebook.  Even where 
a visit to check the animal is not required, information on the location is useful to enhance our 
knowledge of badger distribution in Berkshire.  And in Spring in particular, we will check any 
we can in case the victim is a lactating sow, leaving cubs abandoned. 
 

Your reports can, however, be much happier and we are delighted to be receiving so many 
more LIVE badger sightings than we have previously.  Up until December 2019, we have 12 
live sightings on our records going back to 2011, the majority by a handful of members.  
Between January and early June this year, we have received 17 reports of live badger 
sightings - that is phenomenal!  And the vast majority of these have been reported by non-
members, some people seeing badgers on the move, but most of these sightings were of 
badgers visiting gardens and being welcomed.  It is so heartening to know there is a wider 
love of badgers outside of our membership.  
 

Why the increase?  Well, we don’t think it is the case that more badgers are being seen, but 
rather that more are being reported.  We’ve never asked specifically for live sightings in the 
past, so this is perhaps an indication that our new 
website is bearing fruit and is reaching a wider 
audience outside of you, our members. 
 

And once we are able to meet the public again, 
we have business cards (printed just before 
lockdown!) ready to handout to spread details 
further about how to report any badger sightings, 
dead or alive.  
 

So a big “Thank You” to all of you who have 
kindly reported any sightings and please do all 
you can to share our website far and wide to spread awareness of Berkshire’s brocks.  And 
next time you are lucky enough to have a live sighting of your own, remember, look up ‘live 
badger Berkshire’ and log your sighting too!
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‘Animal Trust’ by Julian Rota – Reviewed by Andy 

Julian Rota, one of our members and regular monthly sett 
surveyors, takes his concern for animals into the working 
week, volunteering at Trindledown, the Berkshire branch of 
the National Animal Welfare Trust.  He’s also a professional 
rare book and archive dealer and otherwise has all the daily 
demands of modern life.  One might wonder therefore where 
he has found the time to write a book.  But write a book he 
has.  ‘Animal Trust’, with a forward by no less than Chris 
Packham, weaves anecdotes of the author’s experiences as a 
volunteer with his wider animal encounters, views on 
Government policy and his general philosophy towards non-
human sentient life.  Throughout the book, there is a 
consistent and coherent plea that animals receive more 
foregrounding in our human-centric world.  There is also an 
acknowledgement that I think many would echo; volunteering 
with animals brings mutual benefits, with the lives of those on 
two legs and those on four both enriched. 

 

The book takes the reader from the cold wintry slopes of West Berkshire to the warm 
plains of Africa; from the writer’s own past to his concerns for the future.  The anecdotes 
on Trindledown are often written from a humorous perspective.  It’s instantly clear, 
however, that animal welfare is taken very seriously at this Berkshire haven, and one can 
only admire the endless care given to each individual.  I was often reminded of the 
‘Starfish Story’, not least when Julian recounted the collecting of six orphaned lambs: 
 

An old man was walking along a beach littered with thousands of starfish washed 
ashore by the high tide.  He saw a young boy gently throwing the starfish, one by one, 
back into the sea. Curious, the old man asked the boy what he was doing.  Continuing to 
throw back starfish, the boy replied, “I’m saving these starfish.”  The old man laughed 
indulgently, “There are thousands of them and only one of you.  What difference can 
you make?”  Picking up a starfish and gently tossing it into the water, the boy turned to 
the man and said, “I made a difference to that one!” 

Throughout the book, I learnt much and laughed often.  A chapter on the history of writing 
on ‘animal rights’ was especially interesting, providing an insight into the opinions on 
animal mistreatment of many philosophers, artists and writers across the centuries. 
Familiar household names become viewed anew through these, often unexpected, views. 
On Government policy, Natural England licenses for the killing of bird species are held up 
to scrutiny.  Most extraordinary was a group where licenses had been issued “on the sole 
grounds that they are a threat to public health or safety: robin, wren, blackbird, great tit, 
coot.”  I was left wondering what explanation was given on the license application to 
explain the dangerous nature of these birds?  I regularly see all but the coot in my garden 
and had not realised the danger I was in! 

Peppered throughout the book, Julian makes generous observations about the Binfield 
Badger Group who ‘can and do make real differences.’  If you’re looking for a Summer 
read that will offer you a smile and prompt a thought, Julian’s book is well worth a read. 
 

‘Animal Trust’ is available in hardback @ £20 plus p&p (and £2 for an optional 
bookmark).  A proportion of the proceeds will go directly to help the animals at 
Trindledown.  To request a copy, please email Julian at julian.rota@hotmail.com 

mailto:julian.rota@hotmail.com
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BEAUTIFUL BADGER CARDS! - Judith 

We were thrilled when one of our members, artist Karen Beaney, offered to create a series 
of greetings cards, which could be sold in aid of our Group funds. 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

She has now presented us with a generous supply of her lovely cards, individually packed 
with a coloured envelope.  We can’t wait to have these available to buy at our meetings 
and at the various future events where we will be promoting our work for Berkshire brocks! 
 

AND FINALLY!.....   Mmmm….Tasty Badgers! 

As we’re all seeing a lot more of our indoors than we might normally, we thought we’d set 
you a challenge – and one that might appeal to the kids and adults...a Badger Bake Off!  
Here’s some of your imaginative creations.  See www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff 
 

   
.

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/fun-stuff
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COMMITTEE Telephone - 0844 804 1146 

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805, Bracknell 
RG42 1HH 

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks:   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:  Cathy Holwill, Reading 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Surveys:  Committee members 

Rescues:  Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead  

Planning:  Andy McCoy, Sonning 

Website:  Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

 Badger Trust, P.O. Box 708, East Grinstead, RH19 2WN.    
 Phone      - 08458 287878  or 08458 BTRUST 
 Web         - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MAY LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
PO Box 3805,  
Bracknell,  
Berkshire 
RG42 1HH 

E-Mail: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers  
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  (cut out and keep) 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Thames Valley Police Wildlife Liaison  08458 505505 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 


